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‘Suite’ sets Utah premiere biaitones

UVSC students to star in
and direct original script

OREM — The Utah Valley State
College theatrical arts department
continues its 2007-08 season of “The
Ameriean Experience” with the
original seript “Canyon Suite” by
Charles Erven.

With an all-student cast as well as
student directors, the “Canyon
Suite” will make its Utah premiere
at the Black Box Theater.,

After “Canyon Suite” was pre-
sented at last year's Kennedy Cen-
ter's American College Theater Fes-
tival, UVSC theater faculty
members were so taken with the
play, they sought to premiere the
show in Utah.

“We have not presented a contem-
porary production quite like this
hefore,” said Terry Petrie, chairman
ofthe UVSC theatrical department
and one of the three directors.

“All humanity aches to be loved,
and we often saerifice too much for
this need. It is interesting to exam-
ine these human conditions on the
stage,” he said,

Also directed by UVSC students
Mahaonri Stewart and Ruth Carl-
strom, *Canyon Suite” is presented
as three acts that center on nine
people who meet in the same motel
room near the Grand Canyon over a
period of three decades. Relation-
ships and threads through time are
explored in this poignant piece
involving a wide array of compli-
cated characters, from fickle lovers
fo lonesome cowboys.

“This piece appears at first to be
three separate unconnected one-act
plays that span more than 20 years,”
said Petrie. “It becomes very infrigu-
ing to the audience as they are able
to make connections about each of
the lives of the characters even
though the characters portraved are
unable to recognize or make the
connections themselves.”

“Canyon Suite” is about connee-
tions present, past, and lost and
explores the idea that our lives and
relationships are irrevocably con-
nected. “In this piece some of the
relationships are a wreck — emo-
tionally unhealthy. Some of the
relationships have a healing influ-
ence,” said Stewart. “But all these
bring out the universality of human
nature among distinetly different
experiences.”

The directors hope that ““this will
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Kyla Curtiss stars as Cassle in “Can-
yon Suite,” which starts tonight at
UVSC. It was presented last year at
the Kennedy Center's theater festival.
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be a story that stays with the audi-
ence,” said Carlstrom. “Real love is
hard to find, but in the end it's worth
it."

The east of “Canyon Suite”
includes Aaron Willden, Kyla Cur-
tiss, Jacob Nilsson, Trisha Samiko
Nozumi, Jamie Denison, Jana Grass,
Scott M. Stringham, Rebecea Minson
and William Cooper Howell.

if yougo:

What: “Canyon Suite”

Where: Black Box Theater,
Gunther Trades Building, UVSC
campus, Orem

When: 7:30 p.m., Nov. 28-Dec.
8

Cost: $10/ %8 staff, seniors/
$6 students

Phone: 8638797

Web: www.uvsc.edu/campus
connect/events

created by
local writer

PROVO — The Covey Center
for the Arts is pleased to present
“Dial Tones," a romantic comedy
by local playwright/director.J,
Scott Bronson.

Bronson is the author of a
dozen or more plays, two of which
were Mayhew Award winners,
and one that received the Associ-
ation for Mormon Letters 2001
Award for Best Drama.

Bronson tells about the writing
of “Dial Tones"; “Once upon a
time a theater geek named Scott
met another theater geek named
Lynne; they fell in'love with each

other, and
IF YOU GO [istis
married.
What: “Dial Tones” EEEJEY‘
Where: Covey Cen- year and a
ter for the Arts, 425 halfinto
W. Center, Provo their
When: 7:30 p.mi., happy
Nov. 29 Mmarriage,
Cost: $10/%7.50 Lynne the
students director
Phone; 8527007 wentto
her hus-
band,

Scott the writer, and said, *I need
a play.” Thus, ‘Dial Tones' was
horn.”

It started out as a short, three
character one-act that Lynne
directed for a class at Brigham
Young University (she got an A),
Il soon became a full-length, five-
character piece that was worked
over for a semester in BYU's
playwrights-actors-directors
workshaop.

This the world premiere of
“Dial Tones,” which is based on
an article that Bronson read in
Reader’s Digest while he was
serving a mission for the LDS
Chureh in Indonesia in the late
1970s. “I'm old and feeble now,”
the 49-old Bronson says, 'so my
memory is shadowy on the
details, but it had something to
dowith a correspondence
between someone in New York
and someone else in London.”
Bronsonupdated the situation
with a contemporary local set-
ting: The events of the play take
place in the mid 19805 in San
Diego, Bronson's hometown. He
gave the correspondence some
immediacy by replacing the
handwritten letters with spoken
telephone conversations.




